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FROM THE CO-DIRECTORS




Native plants transform our yards into dynamic, ecologically thriving spaces, with
almost immediate benefits to local wildlife. Gardening represents one of the most
straightforward tools that we—as individuals and community—can deploy in the fight
against climate change and biodiversity collapse, issues that often feel overwhelming.

The mechanics of owning a small business can be overwhelming too. This year alone,
BCIl helped us with legal support and conflict mediation and gave us a loan for $50,000
— to buy a new truck and new tools. Without the financing from BCI, we wouldn't have
been able to bring on three workers full-time or expand our operations. The terms from
a regular bank would have prohibitive.

We launched Swamp Rose to bring to our work a reciprocity with the natural systems
that sustain us, solidarity with the workers whose labor we rely on, and a passion to
share the beauty of our native landscapes. We’re grateful to have the support from BCI

INn this endeavor.




\1.8 MILLION

LOANS TO LOCAL COOPERATIVES & COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS



https://wamu.org/story/24/11/25/dc-voices-wards-7-8-fighting-food-apartheid/
https://wamu.org/story/24/11/25/dc-voices-wards-7-8-fighting-food-apartheid/
https://wamu.org/story/24/11/25/dc-voices-wards-7-8-fighting-food-apartheid/
https://wamu.org/story/24/11/25/dc-voices-wards-7-8-fighting-food-apartheid/

)00 HOURS

COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT
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https://51st.news/
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LEGAL SUPPORT


https://baldwin-house.org/
https://www.rhizomedc.org/about-rhizomedc

100 HOURS

TRAINING COOP DEVELOPERS




PARTICIPATORY ACTION RESEARCH



https://open.spotify.com/episode/0Mo4aIdHJtWLBPv9c8mPin?si=896c3c8f027e4b1b

MEASURING OUR IMPACT

In 2023 - we won the passage of the Street Vendor Advancement Act and in

2024, we we launched The BCI License Fund -- a $125,000 fund to support
icense costs and inspection fees for vendors who fought for a path to

egalization during the 2023 campaign.

Unfortunately, as is the case with so many progressive laws in Washington,
DC, the implementation of the law has run into significant barriers. Delays,
non-compliance with the law, and resistance from the executive agencies

nas been present at all stages of implementation.

In an effort to support workers and realize the wins of the historic
campaign, this year we have provided 250+ hours of license
accompaniment -- supporting vendors with application forms and visits to
the Department of Licensing and Consumer Protection. As we move into
2025, we will be accompanying food vendors to prepare for Micro-

enterprise Home Kitchen Permits.



https://belovedcommunityincubator.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4da7516788fe99b0dd01296d0&id=3dd6aead1f&e=404169cc0c

ORGANIZING WORKER POWER: STREET VENDORS
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BELOVED
COMMUNITY
INCUBATOR

Visit: belovedcommunityincubator.org

Beloved Community Incubator

EIN Number: 83-3133482
1640 Columbia Rd. NW Washington, DC 20009




